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Description of the School

Describe the school's size, community/communities, location, and changes it has experienced in the last 
three years. Include demographic information about the students, staff, and community at large. What unique 
features and challenges are associated with the community/communities the school serves?

Lost River Elementary is located on the southwest edge of Bowling Green, Kentucky. The school 
was named for the Lost River Cave and Valley, which is located across the road from our school. 
The school was originally built in 1995. An addition in 2002, added 8 classrooms and a set of 
restrooms. The addition increased our capacity from 650 students to 850 students. Housing in our 
attendance area includes several trailer parks and some low-income apartments, most of which 
accept section 8 housing. The majority of single-family homes in our attendance area can be 
considered transitional or starter homes. The addition of a new school in our district required a 
major redistricting for Lost River for 2018-19. About 500 Lost River students were sent to Jennings 
Creek Elementary. We received about 300 students from other schools. Currently, we just over 
600 students in our school this year. This number includes 56 preschoolers. This is a significant 
change from 2017-18 when our preschoolers were sent to other schools to alleviate overcrowding. 
Our student population is only about 30% stable when compared to last year. In other words, our 
student population is significantly different than in previous years. The student demographics are 
listed below: 2018-19 student population demographics 604 -- total students 457 -- Free/reduced 
lunch (76%) 117 -- Hispanic 68 -- Asian 86 -- African American 6 -- Native Hawaiian or Pacific 
Islander 284 -- White 43 -- two or more races Special Education 6 -- Other Health Impaired 26 -- 
Developmentally Delayed 14 -- Specific Learning Disability 2 -- Emotional-behavioral disability 5 -- 
Mild Mental Disability 12 -- Autism 1 -- Multiple Disabilities 41 -- Speech/Language Impairment 
English Language Learners 167 students receiving services from ESL 24 different countries 
represented in our student body 27 different languages spoken by our students According to the 
2017-18 K-PREP scores, our proficiency score was 59.0, our separate academic indicator was 
48.3, and our growth score was 16.3. All three of these scores are below the district and state 
average. Lost River was designated TSI due to our African American and Disability subgroups. 
Again, it should be noted that these scores were from last year’s students. We have a significantly 
different student population than last year. For this plan we are using our STAR scores. These 
scores more accurately reflect our current student population.

ATTACHMENTS
Please be sure to upload the files in the Attachments section at the end of the diagnostic.

School's Purpose

Provide the school's purpose statement and ancillary content such as mission, vision, values, and/or beliefs. 
Describe how the school embodies its purpose through its program offerings and expectations for students.

Our Purpose is to prepare all Lost River Lions to be 21st century leaders. Vision – Tomorrow’s 
leaders one child at a time Mission – Growing leaders! Motto – We are Lions! Hear us R.O.A.R.! 
Our motto was changed in the summer of 2018 to reflect our new PBIS expectations. R -- Respect 
O -- Own your actions A -- Awesome Attitude R -- Resilience Each letter of the acronym is tied to 
one or more of the 7 Habits for Highly Effective People. Lost River is a Leader in Me School. We 
are trying to achieve Lighthouse Status in the Spring of 2019.
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Please be sure to upload the files in the Attachments section at the end of the diagnostic.

Notable Achievements and Areas of Improvement

Describe the school's notable achievements and areas of improvement in the last three years. Additionally, 
describe areas for improvement that the school is striving to achieve in the next three years.

In 2012-13, we raised our scores by 20 percentiles. In 2013-14, that upward trend continued. We 
were just a fraction of a point from being a labeled a proficient school. Our program reviews scored 
very well as we received the maximum points for each of the program reviews. In 2014-15 our 
scores dropped. In the fall of 2014 we had our first Leadership Day. Guests were invited in to see 
what Lost River is doing with the Leader in Me. This was a tremendous success. We received 
some very good feedback from our guests. Our students continue to develop confidence in their 
leadership abilities. This fall many of our students have school-wide leadership jobs. These jobs 
range include greeter, tour guide, ambassador, morning meeting leader to name a few. Our school 
was just named a School of Distinction for the National Beta Club. Lost River achieved Gold status 
for our Student Technology Leadership Program. We achieved Bronze status for the fidelity of our 
Positive Behavior Interventions Strategies implementation. Our preschool was named a KY All 
Stars program. We continue to struggle with the achievement gap between African-American and 
students with disability and white (non-Hispanic) students in reading. The percentage of African 
American and disability students achieving a level of proficient or distinguished is significantly 
lower than the percentage of all students. The percentage of African Americans and disability 
students scoring novice is significantly higher than the general population. We have several ideas 
that we are currently implementing to help improve African American performance in math. We 
have implemented a new Reading program (Reading Mastery) in grades K-4 that we believe will 
help close the achievement gap in reading. Another area of improvement for Lost River is parental 
involvement. Our parent involvement has been low for several years. Plans are in place to improve 
parent involvement activities. These plans include several Coffee Hours, family events, and a 
continuation of our Watch D.O.G.S. Program. In addition, our SBDM adopted a parental 
involvement policy.

ATTACHMENTS
Please be sure to upload the files in the Attachments section at the end of the diagnostic.

Additional Information

Provide any additional information you would like to share with the public and community that were not 
prompted in the previous sections.

Safety and security of our students are of primary concern. We regularly practice drills for fire, 
bomb, severe weather, earthquake, lockdown, and enhanced security situations. This year we are 
also implementing reverse drills, where we try to get students back into the building quickly. We 
have several security measures in place. All staff members wear a picture identification badge 
daily. All visitors sign in and are given an identification badge. All external doors are locked 
throughout the day. Students are taught to never open an external door for anyone. Visitors and 
guests are buzzed in through the main entrance and into the office. Our office was recently 
reconfigured. Visitors can enter the front door but must be buzzed in to the office. Once in the front 
doors, there is a second set of doors that remains locked all the time. A protective film has been 
placed on the windows and doors to prevent breakage. Additional windows were covered in the 
summer of 2018 to provide additional security. Security cameras are placed throughout the 
building. A crisis response team has been assembled and a plan developed to deal with 
emergencies. Cell phones are to be used for communication when other means are impossible. A 
current list of all teacher's cell phone numbers is maintained and made available to all staff 
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members. All volunteers must be trained and have a criminal background check completed. The 
SBDM has approved an Emergency Management Plan Policy that requires an emergency 
management plan to be developed. The plan has been developed and is reviewed and revised 
annually. Lost River is a Positive Behavior Intervention System (PBIS) school. We recently 
changed our school-wide expectations. Our students know our expectations and procedures. We 
are also currently infusing the Leader in Me concepts into the daily lives of our students. Our 
students are learning how to be leaders of their own lives. This school year bought a significantly 
different student population due to the building of a new school. Five hundred students from Lost 
River were sent to the new school. We received about 300 from other schools. Our current 
population is about 200 students less than last year.

ATTACHMENTS
Please be sure to upload the files in the Attachments section at the end of the diagnostic.
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